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PROGRAM SPOTLIGH T: The ELLA Fellowship 
The six ELLA Fellows were hard at work this Spring implementing their ambitious 
social justice projects which directly engaged over 40 young people:  
 
Nafisa Ferdous, a senior at Sarah Lawrence College, developed Rebel Voices, an 
Òauto-ethnography photography projectÓ for ten young women.  The participants 
examined class, gender, race, and sexuality through photography and discussions.  
She collaborated with South Asian Youth Action (SAYA!) and helped curate a 
photography show at the ELLA Project Expo. 
 
Nurah Morgan, a first year at Stony Brook, developed a support group for young 
Black Muslim women.  The group explored identity, values, and goals.  She 
collaborated with Masjid Taqwa and is producing an anthology of personal reflections 
for distribution within the Muslim community. 
 
Corina Leu, a Senior at Baccalaureate School for Global Education developed a 
series of college readiness workshops for undocumented and immigrant high school 
students.  She collaborated with classmate Tatiana Lam Lo and partnered with 
Sunnyside Community Services in Queens. 
 
Luisa Batiz, a Senior at Midwood High School, developed and led a group for middle 
school girls at the School for Democracy and Leadership in Crown Heights. Luisa 
had attended SDL herself in 9th grade.  The ten participants explored identity and 
self-esteem through activities and discussion and created a Ôzine to share their views. 
 
Wai Tan Di, a Junior at Amherst College, has been developing a resource guide to 
support young Chinese women interested in business and finance. She will distribute 

WANT TO APPLY?  Please contact Shreya at shreya@sadienash.org or at 718-422-8664 for more information. You can also 
attend office hours on Friday, July 18th or Friday, August 1st at 2pm. All applicants will receive $100 for submitting a completed 
application.  APPLICATIONS ARE DUE AUGUST 15

th
. 

 

 

 

A participant in ELLA Fellow Leanne 
SajorÕs project, leads a demonstration of 

block print making. 

The 2008 ELLA Fellows show off their Certificates of Achievement. 
The 2007-2008 ELLA Fellowship pilot was funded in part by the Liz Claiborne Foundation.  

 
 

 

“I had a lot of self doubt coming into the 
project.  I learned to actually believe in myself.”   
 

“I found myself figuring out how to time 
manage, cope emotionally, prioritize, and just 
handle responsibility while also maintaining an 
academic and social life.” 
 

“ELLA has solidified my ideas about non-
traditional leadership roles and what it means 
to be a leader among one’s peers.” 
 

“Being a part of the ELLA community showed 
me how much power youth actually possess.” 
 

Evaluation data showed that 100% of the 
Fellows Òagreed or strongly agreedÓ that they 
“have further defined their leadership style” and 
that they “feel they can make a difference on 
issues they care about,” while 83% Òstrongly 
agreedÓ that they “have a more clear/expanded 
vision for their future.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

the guide and offer professional development trainings in the summer.   
 
Leanne Sajor, a first year at Hunter College, created Visual Agitation, a series of social justice and printmaking workshops.  She 
worked with artist Sarah Quinter, and held the workshops at 123 Community Space working with youth in Bedford Stuyvesant. 
They exhibited the work and organized a hands-on print demonstration at the final celebration. 
 
The ELLA Fellows celebrated the culmination of their Fellowship year with a Project Expo in May.  The event was attended by 
more than 50 participants including project participants, parents, community members, and the Fellows themselves.  The Project 
Expo included a photography show, a printing station, an open mike, and artwork, Ôzines, and guidebooks on display. Reflecting 
back on their Fellowship year and their experiences, ELLA Fellows said:   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* * SN L P N E WSFL ASH * *  
 

How We Doin’? 
SNLP recently overhauled its evaluation 
methods to be more youth centered and 
user friendly. We have now implemented 
online evaluations for all of our programs 
using the web based program, Zoomerang.  
Now Nashers can give us anonymous 
feedback from the comfort of home and we 
learn results instantly. 
 
Need a Reason to Shop? 
SNLP has just been added as an 
organization to support through igive.com. 
So next time you are shopping online 
please make your purchases through this 
site and SNLP will receive a portion of your 
total purchase amount as a donation. 
 
Designer Goods 
SNLP has new letterhead designed by 
Vicki Latimer Roan Ð our first ÒrealÓ 
stationery! The design features this Nasher 
quote: “We give each other the energy to 
change the world”  -- Virginia, age 15. 
 
Hot Summer in the City(s)! 
On July 7th, SNLP holds its 7th annual NYC 
Summer Institute. And thatÕs not all: it also 
launches the 1st

 Summer Institute in 
Newark, NJ!  We are delighted that 20 
young women from Newark will be 
participating on the Rutgers-Newark 
campus while over 50 will be attending in 
NYC. Examples of classes at both 
locations include Oral History, Disobedient 
Dames, Targeted Bodies, Word Up, and 
the legendary Power Identity and Privilege 
(PIP). Leaders for both cities will include: 
Cynthia Lieve, Dorothy AkenÕova, Ana 
Maria Archilla, Leymah Gbowee, and 
Bhairavi Desai.  

 

LEADERSH IP MOMENTS 
 

Dancing the Summer Away 
This summer Cecilia Adams is serving as a camp counselor at Camp 
Nashoba North in Raymond, ME where she will be teaching 5 weekly dance 
classes with an emphasis on Hip-Hop, Modern, Ballet, Salsa, and African 
dance. During the school year she attends SUNY Oswego where she 
serves on the Executive Board of the Black Student Union, and is Editor for 
the ALANA conference, a multicultural educational conference promoting 
tolerance 
 

Turning CAP into Cash 
Bianca Velez has been hired by her former CAP site, Pro-Choice Education 
Project as Program Assistant. Now thatÕs a successful internship! 
 

Environmental Scholarship 
Alda Chan was awarded a fellowship from the International Leadership 
Foundation to work in DC over the summer in order to learn more about 
public service. Alda is currently interning at the Office of International 
Transportation and Trade. Her first projects included working on the US-
China Strategic Economic Dialogue (SED).  
 

Spreading the Knowledge 
Chevonne Byas recently graduated from Howard University and was 
selected to be a New York Teaching Fellow. She begins her Masters 
Degree this month and starts teaching in September. 
 

A Fish Out of Water 
Joana Chan just graduated Phi-Beta-Kappa from Vassar College and 
continues her environmental activism as the Estuary Educator for the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in New Paltz, NY. For the 
DEC's Hudson River Estuary Program, Joana has the much-envied privilege 
of touting around a 6-foot model of a sturgeon (a funny-looking fish from the 
Hudson River) to various festivals and events up and down the Hudson 
teaching people about HudsonÕs biodiversity and environmental issues.   

On June 5th SNLP held a CAP Celebration to honor the work of Nashers and their CAP Supervisors during this yearÕs Community 
Action Placement Program (CAP). This program is sponsored by the Independence Community Foundation. 

 

GREAT JOB OPPORTUNITY for an SNLP Alumna! 
Sadie Nash is delighted to announce a new part time position to join the 
staff in Brooklyn: ALUMNAE COORDINATOR.  The Coordinator will work 
up to 10 hours weekly and will be responsible for creating and 
implementing more enhanced alumnae programming including events, 
mentoring programs, and increased leadership opportunities within the 
organization and community. For more information on how to apply please 
call the SNLP office at 718-422-8664. Position begins Fall 2008.    


